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Abstract

Although the number of foreign tourists visiting Japan is still extremely small in comparison
with that of other countries in Europe and North America, it has been steadily increasing in recent
decades. Moreover, despite this relatively small number, there is considerable difference in the
constitution of the nationality of foreign tourists according to the districts from north to south. There
is also a difference in the activity of tourists having different nationalities visiting the same district.
In this article, we investigate the element that causes these differences, the variety of preferences
among foreign tourists according to their nationality, and its relation to the tourism resources of the
district visited.

We mainly focus on the case of internationalization of tourism in Okinawa Prefecture, which
1s located in southwest Japan and experiences a subtropical climate. Primarily, the foreign tourists
visiting Okinawa Prefecture are Taiwanese, occupying about half of the total number of foreign
tourists, followed by Korean, American, etc. We mainly analyzed the group tours from Taiwan and
South Korea to Okinawa sold on the internet homepages of well-known tourist companies in these
places, and questionnaire for research performed by Okinawa Prefecture in Taipei (Taiwan), Seoul
(South Korea) and other cities in Asia.

Almost all group tours from South Korea and Taiwan take tourists to locations such as
Shuri castle (World Heritage Site), Kokusai Street, and Churaumi Aquarium in Okinawa Prefecture.
However, there is considerable difference in the tourist places visited by group tours from South
Korea and those from Taiwan. Although Okinawa is still not well known as a tourist spot in South
Korea, most group tours from South Korea take tourists to Manzage seacoast and Pineapple Park
in Nago to enjoy the subtropical atmosphere, which is difficult to experience in South Korea due to
extremely cold winters. In addition, data on the number of airplane passengers show that numerous
Koreans visit Okinawa Prefecture during winter.

However, Taiwanese tourists mainly visit large shopping centers in Naha city, the capital of
Okinawa Prefecture, and historic heritage sites, which show the traditional cultural exchange between
Okinawa and Taiwan or mainland China: traveling by airplane from Okinawa Prefecture to Taiwan
it takes approximately 1 hour. Moreover, tourists from Taiwan like to eat traditional Okinawa food
historically grown under the strong influence of the Chinese culture. However, ironically, Okinawa
Prefecture is no longer as popular as a tourist spot for the Taiwanese because of its proximity to
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Taiwan and similarity in culture and climate. In addition, a great number of Taiwanese visit Hokkaido,
also located in Japan, where they can enjoy snow and winter sports, which are almost impossible to
experience in Taiwan because it experiences subtropical climate similar to Okinawa.

As discussed above, preferences among foreign tourists vary greatly by nationality, although
there is considerable resemblance between South Korea and Taiwan in that both are comparatively
near to Japan, experienced high economic growth during almost the same period, and have sufficient
interest in Japan as they were under the colonization of Japan toward the end of World War 1I.
Judging from this, we can say that it is insufficient to consider only the amount of tourist information.
We should offer information to tourists by selecting elements that would be most attractive for them
according to their nationality, and if possible, we should provide this not only in English but also in
their native languages. In addition, it has been suggested that information be provided about not only
the tourist place but the traditional food and drinks of the district, which are the most attractive
elements for foreign tourists.

It is also important to provide convenient means of transportation so that foreign tourists have
more free time to utilize this information. Considering that the number of individual foreign tourists,
especially from China who is likely to increase rapidly, this is an immediate need, especially in local
areas, such as Okinawa Prefecture, where the transportation network is lacking.

However, it is regrettable that often local governments in Japan tend to regard foreign
tourists only as a means of generating additional money. It is true that the number of foreign tourists
in Japan is much smaller than that of domestic tourists and that, judging only from the economic
perspective, they are not given much importance. However, it is noteworthy that the significance of
foreign tourists cannot be measured only by the economy. Foreign tourists have great potential in
terms of finding attractive elements in various districts of Japan, which are still undiscovered even by
the Japanese. Moreover, this is possible only because they have considerable variety of preferences
according to their nationality in spite of their relatively small number. To develop international
tourism in Japan, a land with great variety in a relatively small area, the most important points are
to consider the following two elements simultaneously and to harmonize them more efficiently: the
variety of preferences of foreign tourists according to nationality and the variety of tourism resources
in Japan according to the district.
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